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Rooted in a lifelong passion for teaching and guiding others in Biblical truth, 73Twenty
Ministries is devoted to helping believers navigate the depths of Scripture with both clarity and
conviction.

The name 73Twenty holds deep personal significance: it comes from my childhood home at
7320 Greenwood Boulevard in Denver, Colorado. It was here that the foundations of my faith,
study, and service were first laid. With the majestic Rocky Mountains ever-present on my
horizons, God’s Word has been a constant guide and presence throughout my life. The logo of
73Twenty Ministries, with its three mountain peaks in gray, blue, and orange, symbolizes not
only the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also the unwavering foundation of
Biblical truth upon which our faith is built.

For more than twenty years, I’ve served as a pastor, teacher, mentor, and author, committed to
making Biblical truths accessible and applicable. Through sermons, Bible studies, books,
articles, and other teaching resources, 73Twenty Ministries exists to equip believers, strengthen
churches, and proclaim the Gospel. Our mission is both simple and profound: to chart the Word,
guiding faith, and helping others anchor their lives in Scripture.

At 73Twenty Ministries, we believe that faithful Biblical study should engage the mind,
transform the heart, and shape daily life. Whether through exegetical teaching, character studies,
theological exploration, or practical application, every resource is crafted to deepen
understanding, strengthen conviction, and encourage obedience to God’s Word.

As a ministry grounded in a conservative Baptist, dispensationalist approach, we focus on
Biblical exposition, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipleship. We uphold the belief that
Scripture is the authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God, and it’s our privilege to help
others navigate its timeless truths.

| invite you to explore the resources at 73TwentyMinistries.com and join us on this journey of
discovery, growth, and unwavering faith. Together, let’s stand on the mountain of God’s truths
and proclaim His name to every generation.

For His glory alone,

Dr. Robert C. Crowder, Th.D.

Founder, 73Twenty Ministries



THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF TIMOTHY

LESSON OVERVIEW

The Apostle Paul’s letters to Timothy are some of the most personal writings in the New
Testament. Each letter contains pastoral counsel, doctrinal reminders, and fatherly exhortations.
To fully appreciate these epistles, we must understand the man who received them: Timothy. His
life, character, and ministry are a testimony to faithful service under godly mentorship.

TIMOTHY: A BIOGRAPHICAL PORTRAIT
His Family and Early Life

e Name: Timothy (Greek: Timotheos!, meaning “honoring God”)
e Hometown: Lystra, a city in the Roman province of Galatia (modern-day Turkey)
e Family Background:
o Mother: Eunice, a Jewish believer (2 Timothy 1:5)
o Grandmother: Lois, also a devout Jewish believer (2 Timothy 1:5)
o Father: A Greek Gentile, apparently not a believer (Acts 16:1-3)
e Timothy was raised reading the Old Testament from childhood, thanks to his godly
mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 3:15). His early foundation in the Old Testament
prepared him to understand and embrace the gospel.

His CONVERSION, CALL, AND MEETING PAUL

While Scripture does not give a precise account of Timothy’s conversion, the timeline suggests that he
came to faith during Paul’s first missionary journey to Lystra (Acts 14:6-20). During that visit, Paul and
Barnabas preached the gospel and performed miracles. However, they met violent opposition: a mob
stoned Paul and left him for dead outside the city. Despite the hostility, the message of Christ took root.
Scholars and commentators believe that Timothy, his mother Eunice, and his grandmother Lois embraced
the gospel during this period.

By the time Paul returned to Lystra on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3), Timothy’s faith had
matured, and the believers in Lystra and Iconium already respected him. Paul recognized his sincere faith,
godly upbringing, and leadership potential. He invited Timothy to join his missionary team. They little
knew that that invitation would radically change Timothy’s life and ministry.

! Timotheos — tyun (¢timé) = honor, value, respect, and/or reverence. 0goc (theos) = God. Therefore Timothy’s name
means “a man of honor, value, and respect of God.”



Timothy: A Son in the Faith

Paul circumcised Timothy to prevent conflict with Jewish audiences, since Timothy’s father was a Greek
and his mixed heritage could have created unnecessary barriers (Acts 16:3). From that point forward,
Timothy became Paul’s close companion and spiritual son, serving alongside him across multiple regions
in the gospel's spread.

From that point on, Timothy became one of Paul’s most trusted companions. Paul refers to him
as.

o “my dearly beloved son” (2 Timothy 1:2)
e “my fellow laborer” (Romans 16:21)
e “a faithful servant in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:17)

e “aman of proven character” (Philippians 2:22)

Churches and Regions Where Timothy Served

Timothy, a servant of God, moved easily from place to place, always ready to adjust to new
circumstances and people. His ministry spanned many regions:

e Thessalonica: Paul sent Timothy to strengthen and encourage the believers during
persecution (1 Thessalonians 3:2-6).

e Corinth: Paul dispatched Timothy to Corinth to remind them of Paul’s teachings (1
Corinthians 4:17).

e Philippi: Paul intended to send Timothy to encourage the Philippians and to report back
to him to know their “state.” (Philippians 2:19-23).

e Ephesus: Paul left Timothy in Ephesus to oversee doctrinal purity and provide leadership
(1 Timothy 1:3). This was likely Timothy’s longest and most structured pastoral role.

e Rome: Timothy was with Paul during several imprisonments. It is speculation; however,
Timothy may have been imprisoned himself at some point (Hebrews 13:23).

e Macedonia: Paul sent him and Erastus to minister while he stayed in Asia for a season.
(Acts 19:22).

Timothy’s ministry was broad and sacrificial, covering both missionary and pastoral
responsibilities.

THE PASTORAL EPISTLES: 1 & 2 TIMOTHY

Scholars classify Paul’s letters to Timothy as Pastoral Epistles, written not to a congregation but
to a spiritual son and leader in the early church. These letters provide insight into the life of a
young pastor and the challenges of ministry in the first-century church.



First Timothy

e Date: Around A.D. 63-65 (after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment)
e Purpose:

o Toinstruct Timothy on how to lead the church in Ephesus

o To combat false doctrine (1 Timothy 1:3-7)

o To establish sound doctrines and practices in worship, leadership, and behavior
e Key Themes:

o Sound teaching (1 Timothy 1:10; 4:6)

o Prayer and worship (1 Timothy 2)

o Qualifications for elders and deacons (1 Timothy 3)

o Godliness and contentment (1 Timothy 6:6-12)

Second Timothy

e Date: Around A.D. 66-67 (during Paul’s final imprisonment, shortly before his
martyrdom)

e Tone: Deeply personal, urgent, and reflective

e Purpose:
o Paul’s final encouragement to Timothy
o A charge to remain faithful despite hardship and opposition
o Anemotional farewell from mentor to mentee

e Key Themes:

Faithfulness in ministry (2 Timothy 1:6-14)

Suffering for Christ (2 Timothy 2:1-13; 3:12)

The authority of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

A final charge: “Preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:1-5)
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LESSON APPLICATIONS

The Value of Godly Mentorship

Paul poured his life into Timothy. Ministry is not merely about knowledge, but about life shared
and truth modeled.

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit

thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.



Timothy: A Son in the Faith

The Power of Early Spiritual Formation

Timothy’s spiritual legacy began at home. His mother and grandmother cultivated a heart for
God long before Paul ever met him.

The Necessity of Doctrinal Integrity

Both letters emphasize guarding the truth. When sound doctrine is compromised, churches falter
(1 Timothy 6:20; 2 Timothy 1:13-14).

Faithfulness Over Fame

Timothy was not as prominent as Paul, Peter, or John. But his consistent, quiet, faithful service
left an indelible mark on the early church.

CONCLUSION

The life and ministry of Timothy offer a striking example of what God can do through a young man fully
surrendered to His calling. Though not an apostle, Timothy stood shoulder to shoulder with Paul, helping
to plant and strengthen churches across the Roman world. He didn’t seek recognition, power, or
popularity. He simply followed the Lord, first as a disciple, then as a co-laborer, and ultimately as a
faithful shepherd of God’s people.

Paul’s letters to Timothy are more than historical correspondence. They are timeless instruction for every
believer, especially those called to serve in pastoral and teaching roles. These epistles emphasize the
enduring importance of doctrinal purity, moral integrity, faithful leadership, and perseverance under
pressure. Paul didn’t urge Timothy to innovate, compromise, or entertain. He urged him to guard the
truth, preach the Word, endure affliction, and fulfill his ministry (2 Timothy 4:2-5).

Timothy’s faith was formed and forged through discipleship of his grandmother and mother and proven in
the testing of ministry. His story reminds us that God often uses the overlooked and the young, not the
mighty or the self-assured. God is looking for faithful men and women who will take what they’ve
learned and pass it on to others (2 Timothy 2:2). In that sense, Timothy’s calling is our calling, too.

In a generation filled with shifting values and doctrinal confusion, the message of 1st and 2nd Timothy
remain crystal clear:

Hold fast. Stand firm. Teach sound doctrine. Live with integrity. Finish well.
May we, like Timothy, be known not for great achievements, but for great faithfulness.

“That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Timothy 6:14).
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