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73TWENTY MINISTRIES: CHARTING THE WORD,
NAVIGATING FAITH

Rooted in a lifelong passion for teaching and guiding others in Biblical truth, 73Twenty
Ministries is devoted to helping believers navigate the depths of Scripture with both clarity and
conviction.

The name 73Twenty holds deep personal significance: it comes from my childhood home at
7320 Greenwood Boulevard in Denver, Colorado. It was here that the foundations of my faith,
study, and service were first laid. With the majestic Rocky Mountains ever-present on my
horizons, God’s Word has been a constant guide and presence throughout my life. The logo of
73Twenty Ministries, with its three mountain peaks in gray, blue, and orange, symbolizes not
only the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also the unwavering foundation of
Biblical truth upon which our faith is built.

For more than twenty years, I’ve served as a pastor, teacher, mentor, and author, committed to
making Biblical truths accessible and applicable. Through sermons, Bible studies, books,
articles, and other teaching resources, 73Twenty Ministries exists to equip believers, strengthen
churches, and proclaim the Gospel. Our mission is both simple and profound: to chart the Word,

guiding faith, and helping others anchor their lives in Scripture.

At 73Twenty Ministries, we believe that faithful Biblical study should engage the mind,
transform the heart, and shape daily life. Whether through exegetical teaching, character studies,
theological exploration, or practical application, every resource is crafted to deepen
understanding, strengthen conviction, and encourage obedience to God’s Word.

As a ministry grounded in a conservative Baptist, dispensationalist approach, we focus on
Biblical exposition, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipleship. We uphold the belief that
Scripture is the authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God, and it’s our privilege to help
others navigate its timeless truths.

I invite you to explore the resources at 73 TwentyMinistries.com and join us on this journey of
discovery, growth, and unwavering faith. Together, let’s stand on the mountain of God’s truths
and proclaim His name to every generation.

For His glory alone,

Dr. Robert C. Crowder, Th.D.

Founder, 73Twenty Ministries



FAITH THAT WORKS: LIVING THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK OF
JAMES

By Dr. Robert C. Crowder

Among the 27 books of the New Testament, the Epistle of James holds a distinctive place. It’s short,
direct, and intensely practical. From the very first verse, it is clear that James is not writing to theologians
or philosophers, but to ordinary believers scattered by trial, trying to make sense of their suffering and
live out their faith in the real world. This is a book about living: living a faith that works.

THE M AN BEHIND THE MESSAGE

James, the author, introduces himself not as the brother of Jesus, though he was, but as “a servant of God
and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (James 1:1). That humility says much about his heart. James didn’t believe
in Jesus during His earthly ministry (John 7:5). It wasn’t until after the resurrection that James became
convinced, likely after the risen Christ appeared to him personally (1 Corinthians 15:7). From that point
on, his life changed. He became the respected leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15), a man known for
his wisdom, piety, and unshakable devotion.

Jewish historian Hegesippus later wrote that people knew James as “James the Just,” a man who spent so
much time praying on his knees that they became calloused like a camel’s. His leadership and pastoral
care shaped the early Jewish-Christian community. Eventually, his bold confession of Christ cost him his
life. He was stoned to death by religious leaders who could not silence his witness. James lived what he
preached.

A LETTER TO SCATTERED BELIEVERS

James writes to “the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad” (1:1)—Jewish Christians who had fled
Jerusalem because of persecution. These believers faced not only displacement from their homeland but
also struggled with internal trials such as poverty, injustice, favoritism, and spiritual stagnation. They
were tempted to compromise, give up, or retreat into a religion of empty words.

James writes to wake them up. This epistle is a spiritual check-up. It’s the kind of letter a seasoned pastor
writes to his congregation when he can’t be with them in person. His approach was firm but loving, direct

but gracious. It’s filled with imperatives because James is not offering suggestions; he’s calling for action.

FAITH IN ACTION

One of the central themes of James is the relationship between faith and works. This has caused confusion
for some, especially when compared to Paul’s teaching that we are justified by faith apart from works
(Romans 3:28). But the two apostles are not in conflict. Paul addresses the root of salvation: how one is
made right with God. James addresses the fruit of salvation: how genuine faith expresses itself in
everyday life.



Epistle of James: Faith That Works

James isn’t talking about earning salvation. He’s talking about proving it. “What doth it profit, my

brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?” (2:14). His point is
that real faith is never alone, it always shows up in action. If a man claims to have faith but shows no
change in speech, conduct, or compassion, that “faith” is lifeless. James illustrates this with examples
from Abraham and Rahab, both justified by their faith before God, but both proved their faith by their
obedience.

THEMES THAT TOUCH EVERY LIFE
James covers a wide range of topics in just five short chapters:

e Trials and Temptations (1:2—18): Trials are not punishments but opportunities for growth. God
uses difficulty to strengthen faith, while Satan uses temptation to exploit our desires. James
teaches discernment and endurance.

e Hearing and Doing the Word (1:19-27): True religion is not just listening to Scripture but
obeying it. James calls for believers to bridle their tongues, care for the vulnerable, and remain
unspotted by the world.

e Favoritism and Partiality (2:1-13): Christians are to reflect the impartiality of God. Favoring the
rich over the poor reveals a heart still captive to worldly values.

e Faith and Works (2:14-26): As mentioned above, this section lays the foundation for the practical
Christianity James demands. Faith must be visible in compassion and conduct.

o The Tongue (3:1-12): Few passages in Scripture address the power of speech like this one. The
tongue can bless or burn, heal or harm. James calls it “a fire, a world of iniquity.”

e Heavenly Wisdom (3:13-18): Wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, full of mercy, and
without hypocrisy. True wisdom leads to peace, not division.

e Worldliness and Humility (4:1-17): James exposes the source of conflict: pride, selfishness, and
worldliness. The solution is obvious: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you” (4:7).

e  Warnings to the Rich and Exhortation to the Suffering (5:1-20): The author warns the rich not
for their wealth, but for their exploitative practices. Meanwhile, the passage encourages those
suffering to be patient, like the prophets and Job. Prayer, confession, and restoration are essential
parts of church life.

A TIMELY WORD FOR TODAY

In many ways, the book of James reads as if someone wrote it for the 21st-century church. In an age of
easy believism, public professions, and private compromise, James reminds us that genuine faith changes
everything. It changes how we speak, how we treat others, how we endure suffering, and how we
approach God.



This is not a book for the pew-sitter looking for comfort. This letter is for the believer who desires to be
conformed to the image of Christ. It challenges every form of hypocrisy and calls for spiritual integrity. It
is not enough to say we have faith. We must live it.

LIVING THE MESSAGE

James ends the letter not with a benediction, but a burden: “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth,
and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins” (5:19-20). The implication is clear: every

believer has a role in shepherding others toward faithfulness.
That’s what James did. And that’s what we must do.

So let us not merely admire this letter for its bluntness or practicality. Let us receive it as the Word of
God: sharp, sanctifying, and deeply needed. Let us be doers of the Word, and not hearers only. For in
doing so, we demonstrate that our faith is not just a profession, it is a possession. A faith that works.
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