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THE BLINDNESS OF GOD’S PEOPLE. 

Introduction: When God’s People Refuse to See and Hear 

In Isaiah 42, the Servant of the LORD is introduced as the one who brings justice, heals the broken, 

and establishes righteousness. But suddenly, Isaiah turns from the nations to Israel. The picture is 

grim: God’s chosen people are called blind and deaf. This is not inability, it is refusal. 

Israel’s disobedience does not cancel God’s promises (Rom. 11:1–2), but it does bring discipline. 

Their blindness delayed their calling, yet God has not abandoned them. 

Key Question: Is there anything more concerning than a Christian not living up to the 

potential God sees in them? 

1. God’s People Are Spiritually Blind and Deaf (vv. 18–20) 

• God commands His people to see and hear spiritually, but they refuse. 

• Israel is called “my servant,” yet unlike the faithful Servant (v. 1), they are 

unfaithful. 

• They had the covenants, the law, and the temple; but remained blind. 

Application: It is possible to sit in church, hear Scripture, and remain unchanged. 

2. Their Failure Dishonors God’s Law (v. 21) 

• God magnified His law to reveal His righteousness. 

• Israel’s rejection was not the law’s failure, but their rebellion. 
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Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 

 

Dispensational Insight: The law is holy (Rom. 7:12) but fulfilled in Christ (Matt. 

5:17). Israel’s failure points to the promise of the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31–34). 

3. Their Condition Is Captivity and Ruin (v. 22) 

• Israel is described as robbed, imprisoned, and helpless. 

• Sin blinds, but it also enslaves. 

Application: Without God’s intervention, His people are no better than the nations 

they were called to reach. 

4. Their Discipline Comes from God, Not Man (vv. 23–25) 

• God Himself gave Israel over to spoil; not Babylon or Assyria alone. 

• Covenant discipline: obedience brings blessing; rebellion brings judgment (Lev. 

26; Deut. 28). 

• God’s wrath is not cruelty; it is covenant faithfulness. 

• Even in judgment, Israel remained unmoved: “It burned him, yet he laid it not to 

heart.” 

Conclusion: A Warning and a Hope 

Isaiah 42 closes with discipline, not comfort. Yet hope remains: 

• God still calls them “my servant.” Their identity is not erased. 

• God still speaks—they are not abandoned. 

• God still disciplines—not to destroy, but to restore. 

Closing Questions: 

1. Will we hear? 

2. Will we respond? 

3. Will we allow God’s Word to open our eyes and soften our hearts? 

The blindness of God’s people can become sight, if only we let Him open our eyes. 
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