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73TWENTY MINISTRIES: CHARTING THE WORD, 

NAVIGATING FAITH 

Rooted in a lifelong passion for teaching and guiding others in Biblical truth, 73Twenty 

Ministries is devoted to helping believers navigate the depths of Scripture with both clarity and 

conviction. 

The name 73Twenty holds deep personal significance: it comes from my childhood home at 

7320 Greenwood Boulevard in Denver, Colorado. It was here that the foundations of my faith, 

study, and service were first laid. With the majestic Rocky Mountains ever-present on my 

horizons, God’s Word has been a constant guide and presence throughout my life. The logo of 

73Twenty Ministries, with its three mountain peaks in gray, blue, and orange, symbolizes not 

only the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also the unwavering foundation of 

Biblical truth upon which our faith is built. 

For more than twenty years, I’ve served as a pastor, teacher, mentor, and author, committed to 

making Biblical truths accessible and applicable. Through sermons, Bible studies, books, 

articles, and other teaching resources, 73Twenty Ministries exists to equip believers, strengthen 

churches, and proclaim the Gospel. Our mission is both simple and profound: to chart the Word, 

guiding faith, and helping others anchor their lives in Scripture. 

At 73Twenty Ministries, we believe that faithful Biblical study should engage the mind, 

transform the heart, and shape daily life. Whether through exegetical teaching, character studies, 

theological exploration, or practical application, every resource is crafted to deepen 

understanding, strengthen conviction, and encourage obedience to God’s Word. 

As a ministry grounded in a conservative Baptist, dispensationalist approach, we focus on 

Biblical exposition, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipleship. We uphold the belief that 

Scripture is the authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God, and it’s our privilege to help 

others navigate its timeless truths. 

I invite you to explore the resources at 73TwentyMinistries.com and join us on this journey of 

discovery, growth, and unwavering faith. Together, let’s stand on the mountain of God’s truths 

and proclaim His name to every generation. 

For His glory alone, 

 

Dr. Robert C. Crowder, Th.D. 

Founder, 73Twenty Ministries 
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THE ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL SECURITY: A BIBLICAL AND 

THEOLOGICAL AFFIRMATION 

PREFACE 

I have been asked so many times: “Can I lose my salvation?” Over decades of pastoral ministry, this 

question has come from new believers struggling with assurance, from mature Christians wrestling with 

persistent sin, and from seekers trying to understand what it means to be saved. My response always 

begins with another question: “Who is doing the keeping of your salvation?” 

This counter-question gets to the heart of the matter. If you are to keep your salvation, then we are of all 

men most miserable, for our strength fails, our faith wavers, and our resolve crumbles under the weight of 

daily trials. We would have no assurance whatsoever, for we know our own hearts too well. We know 

how quickly we can fall, how easily we are distracted, how prone we are to wander. 

However, if we look at the plan of salvation from God’s point of view, we discover something 

wonderfully different. Jesus is the one who is the keeper of our salvation. He is not merely the one who 

initiates salvation or makes it possible. He is the one who secures it, maintains it, and brings it to 

completion. And if Jesus Christ is the keeper, then I am safe in His hands. Not because of my grip on 

Him, but because of His grip on me. Not because of my faithfulness, but because of His faithfulness. Not 

because I hold on tight enough, but because He will never let me go. 

This truth transforms everything about how we understand salvation, how we live the Christian life, and 

how we face both our own failures and the uncertainties of this world. This manuscript explores what 

Scripture teaches about the security of those who have trusted Christ as Savior. 

INTRODUCTION 

The doctrine of eternal security, sometimes summarized as “once saved, always saved,” remains one of 

the most debated doctrines in evangelical Christianity. This teaching affirms that those who have trusted 

Jesus Christ as Savior are secure for eternity in their salvation and cannot lose it. While critics raise 

legitimate concerns about cheap grace or presumption, the Bible teaches that salvation is God’s work, 

secured by Christ’s finished work on the cross, and guaranteed by the sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

Understanding this doctrine requires careful attention to what Scripture teaches about the nature of 

salvation, the character of God, and the completed work of Christ. 

The debate over eternal security often generates more heat than light. Some believers fear that affirming 

this doctrine will lead to careless living and moral license. Others worry that denying it places an 

unbearable burden on believers to maintain their salvation through personal effort. Both concerns deserve 

serious consideration, but Scripture must settle the question alone. What does God’s Word teach about the 

security of those who have trusted Christ? This paper presents the biblical foundation for eternal security 

while addressing common objections to this precious doctrine. 
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THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATION FOR ETERNAL SECURITY 

The doctrine of eternal security rests on several foundational biblical truths that, when understood 

together, present an overwhelming case for the believer’s permanent standing before God. These truths 

flow from the very nature of salvation itself and the character of the God who saves. 

The Nature of Salvation as God’s Work 

Salvation is fundamentally God’s work from beginning to end. The apostle Paul declares, “For by grace 

are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 

should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). If salvation is entirely God’s gift, received by faith alone, then it cannot 

be maintained by human effort or lost through human failure.1 The very grammar of this passage 

emphasizes the passive nature of salvation. We are saved, not we save ourselves. The action belongs to 

God, and the means is grace through faith. 

This foundational truth about salvation appears throughout the New Testament. The Lord Jesus himself 

taught, “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 

out” (John 6:37). This promise leaves no room for the believer to be cast out once he has come to Christ. 

The negative construction in the Greek is emphatic, meaning “I will by no means, under any 

circumstances, ever cast out.” Jesus makes an absolute promise that those who come to him will not be 

rejected. 

Paul’s testimony in Philippians reinforces this truth about God’s sovereign work in salvation: “Being 

confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). God does not begin a work of salvation only to abandon it midstream. He 

who begins the work completes it.2 The word translated “perform” means to bring to completion or finish 

thoroughly. God guarantees the completion of what he starts. 

The question naturally arises: if salvation depends on God’s work rather than ours, how can it ever be 

lost? The answer is that it cannot be lost precisely because it does not depend on human faithfulness but 

on divine faithfulness. Our salvation rests not on our grip on God but on his grip on us. 

The Sealing Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

Perhaps the strongest biblical evidence for eternal security comes from the doctrine of the sealing of the 

Holy Spirit. This doctrine deserves careful attention because it speaks directly about the permanence of 

salvation. Paul writes to the Ephesians, “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 

 
1 Lewis Sperry Chafer, “Systematic Theology”, 8 vols. (Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press, 1948), 3:234-235. 

2 Charles C. Ryrie, “So Great Salvation: What It Means to Believe in Jesus Christ” (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1989), 141-142. 



5 

 

promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto 

the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:13-14).  

Notice several key truths in this passage. First, this sealing occurs at the moment of salvation, 

immediately “after that ye believed.” There is no time gap between believing and being sealed. Second, 

the sealing continues “until the redemption of the purchased possession,” meaning until the day when our 

salvation is completed in glorification. Third, the Holy Spirit himself is the seal, not merely something the 

Spirit does. The permanent presence of the Spirit in the believer guarantees the permanence of salvation.3 

The seal represents God’s ownership, authentication, and security. In the ancient world, a seal guaranteed 

that the contents would arrive intact at their destination. A king would seal important documents or 

treasures with his signet ring and breaking that seal without authority was a capital offense. Similarly, the 

Holy Spirit’s sealing guarantees that the believer will arrive safely in heaven. God has placed his own 

seal, his own Spirit, upon every believer. 

Paul emphasizes this permanence again in another letter: “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby 

ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30). Even when addressing the possibility of 

grieving the Spirit through sin, Paul reminds believers that the sealing lasts until the day of redemption, 

not until the day of apostasy or failure. The believer may grieve the Spirit but cannot break the seal. The 

Spirit may be grieved but will not depart. 

The permanence of this sealing presents a serious challenge to those who deny eternal security. If the 

Holy Spirit seals believers until the day of redemption, and if that seal can be broken by sin or unbelief, 

then the sealing provides no real security at all. The whole point of a seal is that it cannot be broken 

except by the one who placed it. To suggest that the believer can break God’s seal is to rob the doctrine of 

any meaningful content. 

The Intercessory Work of Christ 

The ongoing intercessory ministry of Christ provides another layer of security for the believer. This 

aspect of Christ’s present ministry often receives less attention than it deserves, yet it forms a crucial part 

of the biblical case for eternal security. Jesus prayed for his disciples in the upper room, and his prayer 

reveals the security he provides: “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 

shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no 

man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29).  

Notice the double security in this passage: believers are held in Christ’s hand and the Father’s hand. The 

promise is absolute and unqualified. Jesus says “they shall never perish,” using the strongest possible 

negative construction in Greek. He does not say they might not perish or probably will not perish. He says 

they shall never perish. Furthermore, no one can pluck them out of his hand or the Father’s hand. Some 

suggest that while no one else can remove the believer, the believer himself might jump out. But this 

 
3 John F. Walvoord, “Eternal Security,” “Bibliotheca Sacra” 106, no. 422 (April 1949): 165. 
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interpretation ignores the plain statement that they “shall never perish.” If a believer could remove 

himself from Christ’s hand, then Christ’s statement would be false. 

The book of Hebrews declares that Christ “ever liveth to make intercession” for believers (Hebrews 7:25). 

If Christ’s intercession can fail, then his priesthood is defective. But Scripture affirms he “is able also to 

save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 

them” (Hebrews 7:25). The salvation Christ provides extends “to the uttermost,” meaning completely, 

finally, and eternally.4 The Greek word translated “uttermost” means perfectly, fully, completely. There 

are no degrees or limits to this salvation. 

Jesus prayed specifically for Peter when Satan desired to sift him like wheat: “But I have prayed for thee, 

that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:32). Peter did fall into grievous sin, denying the Lord three times. Yet his 

faith did not ultimately fail because Christ prayed for him. If Christ prays for believers today with the 

same effectiveness he prayed for Peter, then our faith too will not ultimately fail, even when we stumble 

and fall into sin. 

The Finished Work of Christ 

The finished work of Christ on the cross secured eternal redemption. This truth stands at the very heart of 

the gospel and provides powerful evidence for eternal security. When Jesus cried, “It is finished” (John 

19:30), he declared that the work of redemption was complete. The Greek word “tetelestai” was used in 

commercial transactions to mean “paid in full.” Nothing remained to be done. The debt was satisfied 

completely. 

Hebrews explains the significance of Christ’s finished work: “But this man, after he had offered one 

sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12). Christ sat down because 

the work was done. If salvation could be lost, Christ would need to stand ready to save again and again. 

But he sat down, signifying the completion and finality of his redemptive work.5 The contrast with the 

Old Testament priests is striking. They never sat down because their work was never finished. They 

offered sacrifices continually, year after year. But Christ offered one sacrifice for sins forever and then sat 

down. 

Earlier in Hebrews, the author declares, “But now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:26). The sacrifice was offered once, not repeatedly. And 

its effect was to put away sin, not merely to cover it temporarily. The Old Testament sacrifices could 

never take away sin (Hebrews 10:4), but Christ’s sacrifice accomplished what they could not. If his 

sacrifice truly put away sin, then that sin cannot later bring condemnation to the one for whom Christ 

died. 

 
4 Charles Stanley, “Eternal Security: Can You Be Sure?” (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1990), 74-76. 
5 Robert L. Saucy, “Sinners Who Are Saved,” “Bibliotheca Sacra” 152, no. 605 (January 1995): 8. 
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The book of Romans presents salvation as a golden chain that cannot be broken: “Moreover whom he did 

predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them 

he also glorified” (Romans 8:30). Notice that Paul writes in the past tense even about glorification, the 

final stage of salvation. He does this because glorification is so certain that it can be spoken of as already 

accomplished. God views it as a completed fact. 

Paul then asks a series of rhetorical questions: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is 

God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 

is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” (Romans 8:33-34). If God has 

justified us and Christ intercedes for us, who can bring a charge that will stick? The answer is no one. 

Paul concludes that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord” (Romans 8:39). This includes nothing external and nothing internal, nothing in this life and 

nothing in the life to come. 

The Gift of Eternal Life 

The very nature of eternal life proves its permanence. Jesus declared, “And I give unto them eternal life; 

and they shall never perish” (John 10:28). If the life given is eternal, then it cannot end. If it could end, it 

would not be eternal but merely temporary. Some suggest that eternal life describes the quality of life 

rather than its duration. While eternal life certainly has a quality dimension, the duration aspect cannot be 

removed without doing violence to the meaning of the word “eternal.”6 

Jesus also said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” (John 

5:24). The believer possesses everlasting life right now (present tense) and has already passed from death 

to life. This is not a future hope but a present possession. The believer will not come into condemnation. 

The verb is future tense with a strong negative, meaning he shall by no means ever come into 

condemnation. 

Paul affirms the same truth in Romans: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 

Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Not some condemnation, not possible condemnation, but no condemnation. 

The reason is that Christ has already borne our condemnation. For God to condemn the believer would be 

to exact payment twice for the same sin, once from Christ and once from the sinner. This would violate 

God’s justice. 

 
6 Ryrie, “So Great Salvation”, 47-48. 
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ADDRESSING COMMON OBJECTIONS 

Having established the biblical foundation for eternal security, we must now address the objections 

commonly raised against this doctrine. These objections deserve careful consideration because they often 

arise from a genuine concern for holiness and proper reverence for God. 

The Warning Passages in Hebrews 

Critics of eternal security often point to warning passages, particularly in the book of Hebrews. These 

passages have generated considerable debate, and they require careful exegesis. The most frequently cited 

text is Hebrews 6:4-6: “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 

heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the 

powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they 

crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” 

This passage certainly sounds like it describes true believers who lost their salvation. However, careful 

examination reveals significant problems with this interpretation. First, notice what the passage does not 

say. It never says these individuals were “born again,” “saved,” “justified,” “regenerated,” or any other 

term the New Testament uses to describe genuine conversion. The terms used describe exposure to 

spiritual truth and blessings without necessarily indicating genuine conversion.7 

Consider each phrase carefully. They were “once enlightened,” meaning they received intellectual 

understanding of the gospel. But intellectual understanding is not the same as saving faith. They “tasted of 

the heavenly gift” and “tasted the good word of God,” but tasting is not the same as eating and digesting. 

One can taste without partaking fully. They were “made partakers of the Holy Ghost,” but this phrase 

likely refers to participating in the ministry of the Spirit alongside genuine believers, not to the indwelling 

of the Spirit that characterizes every true believer. 

The broader context of Hebrews supports this interpretation. Throughout the book, the author contrasts 

true believers with mere professors. He repeatedly uses “we” and “us” when speaking of genuine 

believers and “they” or “you” when warning about apostasy. In Hebrews 6:9, immediately after the 

warning passage, he writes, “But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 

accompany salvation, though we thus speak.” The warning is real, but it addresses those who profess faith 

without possessing it. 

Faithful students of Scripture differ on the precise identity of the people described in this passage, but 

many who affirm eternal security agree that the writer is warning those who have been deeply exposed to 

gospel truth and yet remain unconverted. 

Hebrews 10:26-29 presents a similar warning: “For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of 

 
7 Chafer, “Systematic Theology”, 3:296-298. 
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judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” Again, notice that this passage 

speaks of receiving “the knowledge of the truth,” not of being born again. These are apostates who 

intellectually understood the gospel but rejected Christ’s sacrifice as insufficient or unnecessary. 

The author of Hebrews identifies with true believers by saying, “But we are not of them who draw back 

unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:39). He draws a clear 

distinction between those who draw back to destruction and those who believe to the saving of the soul. 

True believers persevere not because they must earn their salvation but because genuine faith endures. 

Justification and Sanctification: Keeping the Order Right 

Some believers worry that teaching eternal security will encourage “easy believism,” as if one could 

simply pray a prayer, live as they please, and still claim heaven. That concern is understandable. Scripture 

is clear that saving faith is not mere words or empty profession. 

At the same time, others respond by making ongoing obedience or visible commitment a condition for 

receiving salvation itself. This can blur the line between what God does at the moment of justification and 

what He continues to do in us through sanctification. 

It is important to keep these truths in their proper order. Justification is God’s legal declaration that a 

sinner is righteous on the basis of faith in Christ alone. It is once for all, complete, and cannot be 

improved. Sanctification is the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life, producing growth in 

holiness and obedience over time. 

Romans 10:9–10 teaches that we must confess Jesus as Lord and believe in our hearts that God has raised 

Him from the dead. This confession acknowledges who Jesus truly is: the risen Lord, the Son of God, the 

only Savior. It does not require that we present a life of proven obedience as a condition for receiving 

eternal life. The thief on the cross had no opportunity to display a changed life, yet Jesus assured him, “To 

day shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 

The gospel offers eternal life as a free gift to those who believe on Christ. “For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life” (John 3:16). “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). A gift is received, not earned. 

None of this minimizes the importance of obedience. A true believer will be drawn toward holiness and 

will, over time, show the fruit of new life. But obedience is the fruit of salvation, not the root of it. To 

make our level of commitment or performance the ground of our acceptance with God is to shift the focus 

away from Christ and back onto ourselves. 
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The Role of Works and Perseverance 

James 2:17 states, “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” Critics of eternal security 

often cite this verse to suggest that salvation can be lost without works. However, James addresses the 

nature of genuine faith, not the maintaining of salvation. Dead faith is faith that never lived. It was never 

genuine saving faith.8 James is not contradicting Paul’s teaching that salvation is by faith apart from 

works. Rather, he is clarifying what true faith looks like. 

The context of James 2 makes this clear. James asks, “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say 

he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?” (James 2:14). Notice that James speaks of a man 

who says he has faith, not a man who actually has faith. The issue is the validity of a profession of faith, 

not the loss of salvation. James uses Abraham and Rahab to demonstrate that real faith produces works as 

evidence, not as the basis, of justification. Abraham was justified by faith (Genesis 15:6), and his later 

obedience in offering Isaac demonstrated the reality of that faith. 

The distinction between justification and sanctification helps clarify this issue. God justifies the believer 

based on faith alone, instantly and completely. But God also sanctifies the believer, progressively 

conforming him to the image of Christ. Works belong to sanctification, not justification. The believer 

who genuinely trusts Christ will bear fruit, though the amount and timing may vary considerably. 

Similarly, perseverance passages teach that genuine believers will persevere, not that perseverance earns 

or maintains salvation. First John 2:19 explains apostasy: “They went out from us, but they were not of 

us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they 

might be made manifest that they were not all of us.” John does not say they lost their salvation. He says 

they never possessed it. Their departure proved they were never truly part of the believing community. 

Jesus taught the same truth in the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23). Some seed fell on rocky 

ground where it sprang up quickly but withered when the sun came out because it had no root. Jesus 

explained that this represents those who receive the word with joy but have no root in themselves. When 

tribulation comes, they fall away. They never had genuine faith; they had only an emotional response that 

quickly faded. 

The question then becomes: how can we know if our faith is genuine? The answer is found in examining 

the fruit of our lives over time. True faith produces love for God and others (1 John 4:7-8), desire for 

holiness (1 John 3:9), and continuing trust in Christ (1 John 5:13). These fruits may be weak or 

inconsistent, especially in young believers, but they will be present in some measure. 

The Danger of Presumption 

The legitimate concern about “once saved, always saved” is that some may presume on God’s grace 

without evidence of genuine conversion. This concern is valid and deserves serious attention. Some 

 
8 Ryrie, “So Great Salvation”, 46-47. 
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people claim to be saved but show no evidence of the new birth. They live in persistent, unrepentant sin 

with no conviction or desire to change. Can such people truly be saved? 

Scripture addresses this through texts like 2 Corinthians 13:5: “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 

faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 

reprobates?” Paul calls for self-examination, not to create doubt in true believers but to expose false 

professors. The solution is not to deny eternal security but to examine whether one has truly trusted Christ 

alone for salvation.9 

The First Epistle of John was written explicitly to address this issue. John writes, “These things have I 

written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life” 

(1 John 5:13). Throughout the epistle, John provides tests by which believers can examine themselves. Do 

they confess Jesus as the Christ come in the flesh? Do they love other believers? Do they practice 

righteousness? Do they overcome the world through faith? These are evidences of genuine faith, not 

conditions for maintaining salvation. 

The believer who genuinely knows Christ will bear fruit, though the degree may vary considerably. Jesus 

said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). Every genuine branch bears fruit. The amount 

may differ, but the reality cannot be absent. Some believers bring forth thirty-fold, some sixty, and some a 

hundred (Matthew 13:23), but all who are truly in Christ bring forth some fruit. 

God disciplines his children when they stray (Hebrews 12:5-11), demonstrating their genuine sonship. 

The passage states, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6). If someone can persist in sin without any discipline from God, this may 

indicate that he is not truly God’s child. The purpose of discipline is not to maintain salvation but to prove 

that salvation is genuine and to restore the erring child to fellowship and usefulness. 

A life of persistent, unrepentant sin without conviction should cause one to question whether conversion 

ever occurred. This is not the same as a believer who struggles with sin, feels convicted, confesses it, and 

seeks to overcome it. The difference is between the pattern of life and the presence of conviction. True 

believers sin, sometimes grievously, but they do not permanently abandon the faith or live in continuous, 

untroubled rebellion against God. 

Difficult Passages Requiring Careful Handling 

Several other passages deserve brief mention because they are frequently cited against eternal security. 

Galatians 5:4 says, “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye 

are fallen from grace.” This verse does not teach loss of salvation but rather describes those who have 

fallen from the principle of grace into legalism. They are trying to be justified by law-keeping rather than 

by faith. Paul’s concern is that they never truly understood grace in the first place. 

 
9 Stanley, “Eternal Security”, 134-137. 
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First Corinthians 9:27 records Paul saying, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest 

that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” The word “castaway” 

does not mean loss of salvation but rather disqualification from service or reward. Paul’s concern is that 

he might become useless in ministry, not that he might lose his salvation. 

Colossians 1:21-23 speaks of being “holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue 

in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel.” The “if” clause 

describes what true believers do, not what they must do to maintain salvation. Genuine faith continues; it 

does not fall away permanently. The verse assumes perseverance as evidence of genuine faith rather than 

presenting it as a condition for keeping salvation. 

THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF ETERNAL SECURITY 

Understanding eternal security correctly produces profound effects in the believer’s life. Far from leading 

to carelessness or presumption, this doctrine should inspire gratitude, worship, and joyful obedience. 

Security Produces Gratitude and Love 

When believers understand that their salvation rests entirely on God’s grace and Christ’s finished work, 

they overflow with gratitude. As John wrote, “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Love 

for God springs from appreciation of his love for us. The more we grasp the security of our salvation, the 

more we love the one who secured it. 

The parable of the two debtors illustrates this truth (Luke 7:41-43). Jesus told of two men who were 

forgiven debts, one large and one small. He asked which would love more, and Simon answered correctly 

that the one forgiven more would love more. Jesus applied this to the sinful woman who anointed his feet. 

She loved much because she understood how much she had been forgiven. Believers who grasp the 

magnitude of their salvation and its eternal security love Christ more deeply and serve him more 

faithfully. 

Security Provides Assurance for Service 

Eternal security also enables believers to serve God without the paralyzing fear of losing salvation. When 

we know that our standing before God is secure, we can focus our energy on growth and service rather 

than constantly questioning whether we are still saved. Paul expressed this confidence: “For I am 

persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

This assurance frees the believer to take spiritual risks, to attempt great things for God without fear that 

failure will cost him his salvation. It enables bold witness, knowing that even if we stumble in our 
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testimony, we remain secure in Christ. It permits honest confession of sin, knowing that confession 

restores fellowship but not salvation, which was never lost. 

Security Promotes Holiness Rather Than License 

Critics fear that eternal security will lead to sinful living. Why pursue holiness if salvation cannot be lost? 

But this objection misunderstands both human nature and the nature of grace. The believer does not obey 

to maintain salvation but because he has been saved. Obedience flows from a changed heart, not from fear 

of losing salvation. 

Furthermore, the knowledge that nothing can separate us from God’s love makes sin less attractive, not 

more. When we understand that God will never cast us out, that he disciplines us as sons, that he is 

committed to completing the work he began in us, we desire more earnestly to please him. Grace does not 

produce license in the regenerate heart; it produces love and obedience. 

Paul anticipated the objection that grace leads to sin: “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, 

that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 

(Romans 6:1-2). His answer is not that we might lose our salvation if we sin but that the very nature of 

salvation makes continued slavery to sin impossible. We have died to sin; how can we continue to live in 

it? 

CONCLUSION 

The doctrine of eternal security flows naturally and necessarily from the biblical teaching about salvation 

as God’s work, Christ’s finished atonement, and the Spirit’s permanent sealing. When we understand that 

salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, we must conclude that what God begins, he 

completes. The believer stands secure not because of personal strength or faithfulness, but because of 

Christ’s perfect work and God’s unchanging promise. 

This doctrine rests on solid biblical foundations. God saves completely and finally. Christ’s sacrifice was 

sufficient to pay for all sin, past, present, and future. The Holy Spirit seals believers until the day of 

redemption. Christ intercedes continually for his people. Nothing can separate believers from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus. These truths are not peripheral doctrines but central to the gospel itself. 

The objections raised against eternal security, while deserving careful consideration, ultimately fail to 

overturn the clear biblical teaching. The warning passages in Hebrews address false professors, not true 

believers who have lost salvation. The Lordship Salvation controversy confuses justification with 

sanctification. The emphasis on works and perseverance in James and elsewhere describes the nature of 

genuine faith rather than conditions for maintaining salvation. And the danger of presumption is answered 

by self-examination rather than by denying the security of genuine believers. 

This doctrine does not promote carelessness but rather inspires gratitude, worship, and obedient service. 

We serve God not to maintain our salvation but because our salvation is maintained by him. This is the 

glorious freedom of the gospel. We are saved by grace, kept by grace, and will be presented faultless 

before God’s throne by grace.  



Eternal Security 

14 

 

The security of the believer brings glory to God. If salvation could be lost, it would suggest that God’s 

purpose could be thwarted, Christ’s work was insufficient, or the Spirit’s sealing could be broken. But 

none of these things can happen. God’s purpose stands sure. Christ’s work is complete. The Spirit’s seal 

remains until redemption day. Therefore, let believers rejoice in the security they possess in Christ and let 

that security produce lives of gratitude, love, and holy living. 

To him be all glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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APPENDIX A: KEY SCRIPTURE PASSAGES ON ETERNAL 

SECURITY 

A simple list of key verses grouped by theme: 

1. God’s role in salvation 

Ephesians 2:8–9 

John 6:37–40 

2. Christ’s finished work 

John 19:30 

Hebrews 10:10–14 

3. The Spirit’s sealing 

Ephesians 1:13–14 

Ephesians 4:30 

4. Assurance and confidence 

John 5:24 

Romans 8:1 

Romans 8:31–39 

5. God’s discipline of true believers 

Hebrews 12:5–11 


