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73TWENTY MINISTRIES: CHARTING THE WORD, 

NAVIGATING FAITH 

Rooted in a lifelong passion for teaching and guiding others in Biblical truth, 73Twenty 

Ministries is devoted to helping believers navigate the depths of Scripture with both clarity and 

conviction. 

The name 73Twenty holds deep personal significance: it comes from my childhood home at 

7320 Greenwood Boulevard in Denver, Colorado. It was here that the foundations of my faith, 

study, and service were first laid. With the majestic Rocky Mountains ever-present on my 

horizons, God’s Word has been a constant guide and presence throughout my life. The logo of 

73Twenty Ministries, with its three mountain peaks in gray, blue, and orange, symbolizes not 

only the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also the unwavering foundation of 

Biblical truth upon which our faith is built. 

For more than twenty years, I’ve served as a pastor, teacher, mentor, and author, committed to 

making Biblical truths accessible and applicable. Through sermons, Bible studies, books, 

articles, and other teaching resources, 73Twenty Ministries exists to equip believers, strengthen 

churches, and proclaim the Gospel. Our mission is both simple and profound: to chart the Word, 

guiding faith, and helping others anchor their lives in Scripture. 

At 73Twenty Ministries, we believe that faithful Biblical study should engage the mind, 

transform the heart, and shape daily life. Whether through exegetical teaching, character studies, 

theological exploration, or practical application, every resource is crafted to deepen 

understanding, strengthen conviction, and encourage obedience to God’s Word. 

As a ministry grounded in a conservative Baptist, dispensationalist approach, we focus on 

Biblical exposition, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipleship. We uphold the belief that 

Scripture is the authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God, and it’s our privilege to help 

others navigate its timeless truths. 

I invite you to explore the resources at 73TwentyMinistries.com and join us on this journey of 

discovery, growth, and unwavering faith. Together, let’s stand on the mountain of God’s truths 

and proclaim His name to every generation. 

 

For His glory alone, 

 

Dr. Robert C. Crowder, Th.D. 

Founder, 73Twenty Ministries 
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PHILEMON: A BROTHER BELOVED AND A MODEL OF 

CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS 

A Narrative Biography of a First-Century Christian Leader 

In the ancient city of Colossae, nestled in the Lycus Valley of Asia Minor, lived a man who came 

to embody one of the richest expressions of Christian forgiveness in all of Scripture. His name 

was Philemon. Although only one New Testament letter and no other biblical text mentions him, 

his brief appearance powerfully portrays grace, hospitality, and gospel-centered reconciliation. 

HIS CITY AND HIS CHURCH 

Philemon’s name surfaces in the epistle that bears his name, a short but personal letter penned by 

the Apostle Paul (Philemon 1:1). Although Paul had never visited Colossae (Colossians 2:1), It is 

apparent that he knew Philemon well. He refers to him as “our dearly beloved, and 

fellowlabourer” (Philemon 1:1), suggesting a close working relationship developed during Paul’s 

three-year ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19:8–10; 20:31). Ephesus, a key city in Asia Minor, served 

as a central base for Paul’s outreach to the surrounding regions, and many Colossians likely 

heard the gospel resulting from that effort. 

Philemon was probably one of those converts. If so, he may have come to faith under Paul’s 

teaching in Ephesus and returned home a changed man. There, his life reflected the transforming 

power of Christ, not just in word, but in his words and actions. 

HIS FAMILY AND HIS FAITH 

The letter opens with a warm greeting not only to Philemon but also to Apphia, likely his wife, 

and Archippus, presumed to be their son (Philemon 1:2). Paul mentions Archippus again in 

Colossians 4:17, noting that Archippus received a ministry from the Lord and urging him to 

fulfill it. This reference has Philemon and his family in Colossae, where the church met in their 

home. 

To be a host of the early church was no small matter. It required space, resources, and, most of 

all, a spirit of openness. Philemon’s home was more than a residence; it was a sanctuary. His 

faith wasn’t private. It affected his household, his community, and his church. Paul writes, “the 

church in thy house” (Philemon 1:2), which tells us something profound: this man’s living room 

had become a local expression of the body of Christ. 



Philemon: The Gospel In Actin 

4 

 

A MAN OF LOVE, FAITH, AND INFLUENCE 

Paul commends Philemon for the love and faith he displays toward the Lord Jesus and toward all 

the saints (v. 5). His life encouraged others. His faith refreshed weary believers. Paul even says, 

“the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother” (v. 7). That was no small compliment. In 

an age of persecution and uncertainty, to be a source of spiritual refreshment was to be a fountain 

of gospel joy and peace. 

But even the most faithful Christians are called to new steps of obedience. Philemon found 

himself in a similar situation. 

THE TEST: FORGIVENESS FOR A RUNAWAY SLAVE 

The heart of Paul’s letter concerns a man named Onesimus, once a slave in Philemon’s 

household. Reports suggest Onesimus ran away, potentially thieving from his master, and ended 

up in Rome during Paul’s imprisonment. Somehow, through divine appointment, Onesimus met 

Paul and was converted to Christianity. The former fugitive became a follower of Christ. The 

apostle refers to him as “my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds” (v. 10). 

Now, Paul faced a delicate situation. Roman law permitted harsh penalties for runaway slaves. 

Yet in Christ, both master and servant were now brothers. Paul did not command Philemon but 

gently appealed: “receive him as myself” (v. 17). This was not merely a legal request, it was a 

plea of brothers in Christ. Paul went as far as offering to settle any financial debts that Onesimus 

might have accumulated. 

Within the pages of the New Testament, we are not told of Philemon’s reaction. However, we 

can assume that he received Onesimus back into his house by the inclusion and preservation of 

this epistle. Theologians agree that Philemon not only received him as a servant, but as a fellow 

believer and brother. Philemon becomes a living example of gospel reconciliation. His actions 

would have stunned the Roman world and delighted the kingdom of God. 

This image resonates with me personally. The change in the heart of both men is both beautiful 

and emotional, moving me to tears. Imagine the scene: an enslaved man, his face etched with the 

memory of hardship, steps back into his master’s home, no longer bound in chains but welcomed 

as a brother, his heart pounding with a mixture of trepidation and hope. That is the gospel made 

real; the joy and peace radiating from them speaks volumes. 

Philemon’s decision, if indeed he obeyed Paul’s appeal, transformed a legal transaction into a 

sacred act of love. He was being asked to do what Christ had done for him: offer forgiveness, 

restore fellowship, and erase the debt of another. 
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I am reminded of the teaching of Jesus, recorded by Luke, lovingly called the parable of the “Prodigal 

Son.” Imagine the scene: Onesimus returns to the house where he fled. He is unsure of what will happen 

next. However, had he not returned, he would have missed the experience, the miracle of returning as a 

slave and a brother. He would have continued to wonder whether he would have been welcomed. After all 

those dusty miles, would he come home to be punished? Even though God had forgiven him, would 

Philemon forgive him? 

In this moment, Philemon faced the same choice that Jesus placed before the listening crowd in a 

parable about a prodigal son. That father had every reason to reject his returning child. The boy 

had insulted him, squandered the inheritance, and dragged the family’s name through the mud. 

But what did the father do? “When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 

compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). He didn’t wait for an 

apology. He didn’t demand repayment. He rejoiced because his son had come home. 

Philemon was being asked to do the same. 

The parallels are striking: 

• A servant runs away, likely with stolen goods. 

• A father, or in this case a master, is wronged. 

• A mediator (Paul) pleads for reconciliation. 

• The gospel offers a new identity: not servant, but son; not property, but brother. 

The invitation extended to Philemon, like the father of the prodigal son, is to reflect God’s own 

heart: to restore rather than reject, to embrace rather than exile. This is not theoretical, but 

theology lived out. It is where the gospel meets the pavement. Grace replaces law, thus breaking 

down barriers in the story. 

HIS LEGACY AND OURS 

Philemon represents every Christian who has been called to put love into action. His faith faced 

trials in his home, not in the synagogue or marketplace. His obedience was not to a public policy, 

but to a private plea. Philemon’s act of forgiveness shattered the ingrained expectations of a 

society steeped in hierarchical structures and the unwavering pursuit of honor. He embraced a 

runaway slave as a brother, modeling the radical transformation that only Christ can bring. 

He is, in many ways, a picture of God the Father. He was willing to receive the wayward because 

of the intercession of the beloved Son. As such, Philemon becomes more than a historical figure. 

He is a living illustration of the gospel: forgiveness extended, love expressed, and unity restored. 
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A BROTHER BELOVED, A LEGACY REMEMBERED 

Philemon’s name may only appear once in Scripture, but his influence through the ages is 

profound. This story serves as a model of how personal faith expresses itself in community, how 

love overcomes grievance, and how the gospel reshapes social expectations. In Philemon, we 

meet a man whose character stood strong when tested, and whose home bore witness to the 

transforming power of Christ. 

Through him, the gospel shines, not just in doctrine, but in practice. Not just in theology, but in 

love. 

CHARACTER TRAITS OF PHILEMON 

• Beloved: Paul calls him “our dearly beloved” (Philemon 1), showing affection and close Christian 

fellowship. 

• Fellow Laborer: Described as a “fellowlabourer” (v. 1), suggesting active participation in gospel 

ministry, perhaps alongside Paul in Ephesus. 

• The text commends his faith toward the Lord Jesus (v. 5), reflecting doctrinal soundness and 

personal devotion. 

• Loving: Noted for his “love... toward all saints” (v. 5), showing a reputation for kindness, charity, 

and Christian unity. 

• Hospitable: The church met in his home (v. 2), showing generosity and open-handed stewardship. 

• Encouraging: Paul says, “the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee” (v. 7), meaning Philemon 

brought emotional and spiritual refreshment to others. 

• Forgiving (Implied): Paul appeals to Philemon to forgive and receive Onesimus not as a servant, 

but as a brother. The appeal itself implies a character of grace, or at least the capacity for it. 

• Obedient to Christ: Paul expresses confidence that Philemon will do “even more than I say” (v. 

21), showing trust in his spiritual maturity and willingness to respond to godly instruction. 

• Respected: Paul writes such a personal and weighty letter to Philemon suggests he held a position 

of spiritual and social influence. 

• Possibly Wealthy: He was a slave owner and hosted the church, both of which imply a measure of 

material means. 

CONCLUSION: A PORTRAIT OF GOSPEL RECONCILIATION 

Philemon’s brief letter delivers a long-lasting lesson throughout the ages. In a mere twenty-five 

verses, the Holy Spirit paints a picture of Christian love in action. Through Philemon, we see 

how grace can transform households, communities, and hearts. His story calls each of us to ask: 

When wronged, will we forgive? When challenged, will we obey love’s higher call? 

Philemon obeyed. May we do the same. 
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