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73TWENTY MINISTRIES: CHARTING THE WORD,
NAVIGATING FAITH

Rooted in a lifelong passion for teaching and guiding others in Biblical truth, 73Twenty
Ministries is devoted to helping believers navigate the depths of Scripture with both clarity and
conviction.

The name 73Twenty holds deep personal significance: it comes from my childhood home at
7320 Greenwood Boulevard in Denver, Colorado. It was here that the foundations of my faith,
study, and service were first laid. With the majestic Rocky Mountains ever-present on my
horizons, God’s Word has been a constant guide and presence throughout my life. The logo of
73Twenty Ministries, with its three mountain peaks in gray, blue, and orange, symbolizes not
only the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also the unwavering foundation of
Biblical truth upon which our faith is built.

For more than twenty years, I’ve served as a pastor, teacher, mentor, and author, committed to
making Biblical truths accessible and applicable. Through sermons, Bible studies, books,
articles, and other teaching resources, 73Twenty Ministries exists to equip believers, strengthen
churches, and proclaim the Gospel. Our mission is both simple and profound: to chart the Word,

guiding faith, and helping others anchor their lives in Scripture.

At 73Twenty Ministries, we believe that faithful Biblical study should engage the mind,
transform the heart, and shape daily life. Whether through exegetical teaching, character studies,
theological exploration, or practical application, every resource is crafted to deepen
understanding, strengthen conviction, and encourage obedience to God’s Word.

As a ministry grounded in a conservative Baptist, dispensationalist approach, we focus on
Biblical exposition, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipleship. We uphold the belief that
Scripture is the authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God, and it’s our privilege to help
others navigate its timeless truths.

I invite you to explore the resources at 73 TwentyMinistries.com and join us on this journey of
discovery, growth, and unwavering faith. Together, let’s stand on the mountain of God’s truths
and proclaim His name to every generation.

For His glory alone,

Dr. Robert C. Crowder, Th.D.

Founder, 73Twenty Ministries



CRETE IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES: A CROSSROADS OF
CULTURE AND THE GOSPEL

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ISLAND

Crete, the largest of the Greek islands, lies strategically in the Mediterranean Sea, bridging
Europe, Asia, and Africa. Its ancient history dates to the Minoan civilization (circa 3000—-1100
BC), one of the earliest advanced societies in Europe. With its central location and natural
harbors, Crete became a hub of maritime commerce and cultural exchange. By the time of the
New Testament era, the island had passed through various hands, from the Minoans to the
Mycenaeans, and later under Dorian Greek influence. Eventually, Crete fell under Roman rule in
67 BC, becoming part of the Roman province of Crete and Cyrenaica.

Under Roman governance, Crete retained much of its Greek cultural identity while benefiting
from imperial infrastructure, which allowed for increased travel, communication, and trade. The
cities of Gortyna (the provincial capital), Knossos, and Lasaia were prominent during the New
Testament period. Pagan worship, especially of the Greek pantheon, flourished, and many
Cretans excelled as seafarers, merchants, and in philosophical schools. However, the island also
had a Jewish population, as Paul later alludes to in his letter to Titus (Titus 1:10).

CRETE AND THE NEW TESTAMENT

Though not a major focus of New Testament narratives, Crete plays a vital role in the early
expansion of Christianity, primarily through two key mentions: the Day of Pentecost and the
missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul.

Cretans at Pentecost (Acts 2:11)

The first indication of Crete’s link to the gospel appears in Acts 2, where Cretans were among
those present in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. Luke records:

“Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.”
(Acts 2:11, KJV)
This suggests that Jews or proselytes from Crete were among those who heard the gospel
proclaimed in their own language when the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples. It is possible,

though not confirmed, that some of these Cretans returned home as early witnesses of the risen
Christ, planting the seeds of Christianity on the island.

Paul’s Journey to Rome and Stop at Crete (Acts 27:7-21)
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The most vivid New Testament reference to Crete occurs during Paul’s voyage to Rome as a
prisoner. In Acts 27, Luke, the narrator, details their navigation around the island due to
unfavorable winds:
“And hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto
was the city of Lasea.” (Acts 27:8, KJV)
Paul advised the crew to winter in Crete because of the dangerous sailing season, but they
disregarded his warning and attempted to continue, eventually encountering a violent storm

(Euroclydon). The harbor mentioned, “Fair Havens”, was located near Lasea on the southern

coast. This brief stop revealed Paul’s wisdom and spiritual leadership, even as a prisoner.

Though Paul’s visit to Crete during this voyage was unplanned and transient, the record shows he
was familiar with the island’s geography and seafaring culture.

Titus Left in Crete (Titus 1:5)

Perhaps the most significant Christian connection to Crete is found in Paul’s Epistle to Titus.
Paul writes:
“For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.” (Titus 1:5, KJV)
From this, we learn that Paul and Titus had previously ministered on Crete. Paul evangelized the

island, established churches in multiple cities, and then entrusted Titus with the task of
organizing and discipling these fledgling congregations.

Crete was not an easy field. Paul bluntly acknowledges the moral and social challenges of the
Cretans by quoting a local poet (likely Epimenides of Knossos):

“One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil
beasts, slow bellies.” (Titus 1:12, KJV)

This quote reflects the cultural reputation of Cretans in the Greco-Roman world: cunning,
hedonistic, and deceptive. Yet, the presence of churches on the island demonstrates the power of
the gospel to transform lives in even the most difficult places.

KEY FIGURES CONNECTED TO CRETE

The Apostle Paul: Though his stop at Crete in Acts 27 was circumstantial, he later conducted
missionary work there and delegated pastoral oversight to Titus.

Paul appointed Titus, a trusted companion, to establish church leadership and safeguard sound
doctrine on the island.



Cretan Jews and Proselytes: Early hearers of the gospel at Pentecost who may have returned to
Crete as the first witnesses for Christ.

CONCLUSION

Crete serves as a significant, though often overlooked, location in the New Testament narrative.
With its reputation for moral laxity, diverse population, and strategic location, Crete was a
challenging mission field, yet one that bore spiritual fruit through faithful ministry. The gospel
came to this island through bold proclamation, courageous travel, and entrusted leadership.
Today, the testimony of early Cretan believers and the steadfast ministry of Titus remind us that
no place is too difficult for the power of Christ to transform.
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