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73TWENTY MINISTRIES: CHARTING THE WORD,
NAVIGATING FAITH

Rooted in a lifelong passion for teaching and guiding others in Biblical truth, 73Twenty
Ministries is devoted to helping believers navigate the depths of Scripture with both clarity and
conviction.

The name 73Twenty holds deep personal significance: it comes from my childhood home at
7320 Greenwood Boulevard in Denver, Colorado. It was here that the foundations of my faith,
study, and service were first laid. With the majestic Rocky Mountains ever-present on my
horizons, God’s Word has been a constant guide and presence throughout my life. The logo of
73Twenty Ministries, with its three mountain peaks in gray, blue, and orange, symbolizes not
only the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but also the unwavering foundation of
Biblical truth upon which our faith is built.

For more than twenty years, I’ve served as a pastor, teacher, mentor, and author, committed to
making Biblical truths accessible and applicable. Through sermons, Bible studies, books,
articles, and other teaching resources, 73Twenty Ministries exists to equip believers, strengthen
churches, and proclaim the Gospel. Our mission is both simple and profound: to chart the Word,

guiding faith, and helping others anchor their lives in Scripture.

At 73Twenty Ministries, we believe that faithful Biblical study should engage the mind,
transform the heart, and shape daily life. Whether through exegetical teaching, character studies,
theological exploration, or practical application, every resource is crafted to deepen
understanding, strengthen conviction, and encourage obedience to God’s Word.

As a ministry grounded in a conservative Baptist, dispensationalist approach, we focus on
Biblical exposition, doctrinal clarity, and practical discipleship. We uphold the belief that
Scripture is the authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God, and it’s our privilege to help
others navigate its timeless truths.

I invite you to explore the resources at 73 TwentyMinistries.com and join us on this journey of
discovery, growth, and unwavering faith. Together, let’s stand on the mountain of God’s truths
and proclaim His name to every generation.

For His glory alone,

Dr. Robert C. Crowder, Th.D.

Founder, 73Twenty Ministries
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UNDERSTANDING HIS IDENTITY, OFFICE, AND PROPHETIC
SIGNIFICANCE

Melchizedek remains one of the most enigmatic and yet significant figures in biblical literature. His brief
yet powerful appearances in the scriptures have led to many interpretations over centuries, traversing
Jewish, Christian, and theological studies. This paper explores the background, character traits, scriptural
references, and theological implications surrounding the person of Melchizedek, seeking to answer the
essential questions: who was he, what was his role, and why does he matter?

WHO WAS MELCHIZEDEK?

Melchizedek is introduced in Genesis 14: Genesis 14:18-20 presents Melchizedek as both the king of
Salem and the priest of the Most High God. Melchizedek meets Abram (later Abraham) following the
patriarch’s triumph against an alliance of kings, while presenting bread and wine to bless Abram. Abram
presents Melchizedek with a tithe of his gains, which shows Melchizedek’s higher spiritual authority. The
Hebrew components ‘melek’ which stands for king and ‘tsedek’ which stands for righteousness together
define his name as ‘king of righteousness.” The connection between Salem and Jerusalem serves to

underline his identity as a king-priest who embodies peace and righteousness.

WHAT DID MELCHIZEDEK REPRESENT?

Theologically, Melchizedek embodies a unique dual role rarely combined in the biblical narrative: that of
king and priest. The combination of priestly and kingly roles holds special importance within religious
traditions that keep priesthood (such as Levitical) and kingship (such as Davidic line) as separate entities.
Melchizedek functions as a prototype of Christ in Christian theology by demonstrating a union of priestly
and kingly offices that prefigures Jesus’s dual role.

WHERE AND WHEN DID MELCHIZEDEK APPEAR?

According to historical accounts, Melchizedek lived during the patriarchal period when Abram was alive,
and experts place this time frame around the early second millennium BCE! although the exact historical
dates of events from Genesis remain uncertain and debated. His appearance takes place in Canaan and is

near or in Jerusalem because scholars commonly recognize Salem as an ancient name for Jerusalem.

In the book of Genesis, the unexpected arrival of Melchizedek is as striking as his swift and unexplained
departure, leaving readers with a sense of awe and wonder at his enigmatic nature. However, he surfaces
again in Psalm 110: The psalm which David composed connects Melchizedek to the future leadership of
Israel by describing the Messianic king as a perpetual priest following Melchizedek’s order.

' BCE — Before the Common Era. Used of dates before the Christian era, especially by non-Christians.
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How 1S MELCHIZEDEK INTERPRETED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT?

The Book of Hebrews in the New Testament presents the most comprehensive theological analysis about
Melchizedek in chapters 5 through 7. The author bases his argument on Melchizedek to demonstrate that
Jesus Christ stands as the ultimate high priest according to Melchizedek’s order instead of the Levitical
(Aaronic) tradition. The letter asserts that Melchizedek’s missing genealogy and life dates in Genesis
symbolize his everlasting priesthood role. Through this comparison, the author of Hebrews establishes a
connection between Melchizedek’s everlasting priestly role and Christ’s eternal priesthood.

WHY IS MELCHIZEDEK IMPORTANT?

Melchizedek stands out because his existence provides insights into both the nature of spiritual authority
and the concept of divine priesthood. The biblical precedent establishes priests through ancestral lineage,
but Melchizedek stands apart. He received his priesthood position through divine selection rather than
ancestral heritage. He becomes a timeless and universal symbol of divine mediation through his elevated
status. Jewish Rabbinic tradition understands Melchizedek’s priesthood as a universal worship practice
that existed before the Levitical system and honored the true God. In Christian theology, Melchizedek is
vital to defining Christ’s priesthood as eternally superior and divinely authorized.

The story of Genesis shows Melchizedek offering bread and wine, which foreshadow the elements of the
Lord’s Supper central to Christian worship. Melchizedek’s sacramental actions originated well before the
establishment of the law and Temple rituals, which creates a distinct position between ancient Near
Eastern customs and future Christian liturgical practices.

PERSONALITY TRAITS AND IMAGE

The biblical narrative lacks a historical analysis of Melchizedek, yet his behavior reveals important
characteristics. The biblical portrait of Melchizedek shows him as calm and commanding, yet benevolent
with deep spiritual insight. His role as both king and priest grants him significant diplomatic and religious
power; he commands armies and negotiates treaties while simultaneously holding immense spiritual
authority, influencing the lives of his people through sacred rites and pronouncements. That Melchizedek
blessed Abram, who had received divine blessings himself and accepted a tithe from Abram, illustrates
Melchizedek’s spiritual greatness. Melchizedek’s characteristics have led scholars and theologians to
recognize him as both a man of virtue and an embodiment of divine order and harmony.

CONCLUSION

Melchizedek exists beyond basic historical classification. Despite his short narrative appearance, his
character holds deep theological and symbolic significance. Before the establishment of formalized laws
and priesthoods, he served as the original priest-king whose spiritual authority established a model of
worship that surpassed ethnic lineage. The references to Melchizedek in Genesis, Psalm 110, and
Hebrews create connections between Jewish and Christian theological perspectives while maintaining
ongoing debates about divine authority and Christ’s eternal priesthood. Melchizedek emerges as an
enigmatic yet essential character through which we can grasp the expansive spiritual story of the Bible.



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Arnold, Bill T. Genesis (New Cambridge Bible Commentary). Cambridge University Press, 2009.
Barnhouse, Donald Grey. God s River of Grace. Eerdmans, 1955.
Chesbro, Daniel. The Order of Melchizedek. Aurora Press, 2002.

Gangel, Kenneth O., and Charles R. Swindoll. Holman New Testament Commentary: Hebrews. Holman
Reference, 1998.

Grumbine, J.C.F. Melchizedek or the Secret Doctrine of the Bible. Reprinted by Books by SplitShops,
2023.

Kelly, William. Lectures on the Epistle to the Hebrews. Bible Truth Publishers, 1905.
Koinonia House. The Mystery of Melchizedek. Koinonia Institute Press, 2018.

Pentecost, J. Dwight. Things to Come. A Study in Biblical Eschatology. Zondervan, 1958.
Pink, Arthur W. Exposition of Hebrews. Moody Press, 1954.

Renlund, Dale G., and Ruth L. Renlund. The Melchizedek Priesthood: Understanding the Doctrine,
Living the Principles. Deseret Book Company, 2020.

Ryrie, Charles C. Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth. Moody
Press, 1986.

Walvoord, John F. Jesus Christ Our Lord. Moody Press, 1969.
Wiersbe, Warren W. Be Confident (Hebrews): Live by Faith, Not by Sight. David C. Cook, 1989.

Youngblood, Ronald. “Melchizedek.” In Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, edited by Walter A.
Elwell. Baker Books, 1996.



